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Dear Calum, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 April, regarding Botley West Solar Farm and the process for 
handling requests for further information.  
 
To avoid any further confusion on this matter I have tried to set out as clearly as possible what 
the current position is and how we are taking forward your representations. However I want to 
re-state at the outset that Ministers must engage in these discussions in line with the  Planning 
Propriety Issues Guidance :www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-propriety-issues-
guidance with particular reference to paragraphs 8, 20, 21, 55 and 56. It is in the interests of 
every party involved in this process that the guidance is followed in full.  
 
As a registered interested party who submitted representations into the Examination, I would 
like to emphasise that engaging through the established process is the most effective and 
appropriate means of participating in the planning decision process. As the guidance 
highlights, all interested parties should receive equal treatment and transparency. 
As a result, your most recent letter to me will be treated as a post-examination representation 
and will be carefully considered alongside all matters that are relevant to the decision-making 
on the application for development consent in accordance with the Planning Act 2008. 
 
With regard to meeting with you, I would note that I have met with you previously to discuss a 
number of issues and this project in general terms before. I listened to your views at that 
meeting but indicated that, because of the guidance I have provided above, I am not able to 
give a view or engage directly in the process. I remain willing to meet any MP who wishes to 
discuss any issue related to my portfolio, but given I am unable to speak about this project in 
any further detail I do not think a meeting is helpful or appropriate on this specific live planning 
application.  
  
Turning to your other points, I would refer you to the clarification letter dated 28 April, 
published on the Planning Inspectorates project webpage: national-infrastructure-
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010147.  
 
The clarification letter states that the Secretary of State’s letter dated 14 April (re-issued 20 
April and 28 April) constitutes a request for information only and that it does not replace an all 
interested parties consultation, where required, following the deadline for responses on 
Tuesday 9 June 2026. 
 
Requests for further information are directed only to those parties from whom additional details 
are required. This ensures that the process remains focused and efficient, enabling the 
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Department to obtain information from those best placed to provide it. This is why you and 
other MPs interested in this proposal did not receive a further invitation for information.  
 
The Secretary of State cannot pre-determine or pre-empt the outcome or nature of the 
responses it may receive from the information request. Therefore, a decision will be made on 
whether further comment from interested parties is required once the deadline for responses 
has passed and all response have been considered. But should further comment from 
interested parties be considered necessary, then you, as an interested party, will be able to 
take part in that process. 
 
Overall, this approach is intended to uphold the principles of fairness, transparency, 
consistency, and procedural integrity, supporting confidence in the robustness and impartiality 
of the decision-making process.  
 
Any further requests for information or consultations will be published on the Planning 
Inspectorates project webpage. Interested parties are advised to use the ‘Get Updates’ 
functionality, which will enable them to be kept informed of any requests and consultations 
during the decision-making stage of the process, including information on the process to follow 
to submit a consultation response.  
 
Given the Secretary of State’s quasi-judicial role in taking decisions on applications for 
development consent for energy infrastructure proposals, it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment on specific matters related to the proposals, as this could be seen as prejudicing the 
decision-making process. 
 
Following the usual process, any post examination representations that are not directly related 
to a consultation will be published on the Planning Inspectorates project webpage, and these 
will not be made public until the decision date. Only matters that are considered to be 
important and relevant will be considered in the Secretary of State’s final decision. Your post-
examination representation and this letter will be published alongside the responses to the 
further information request after the 9 June 2026 deadline.  
 
Please find link below for further information on the decision stage of the planning process:  
www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-the-stages-of-the-nsip-
process-and-how-you-can-have-your-say. 
 
Thank you again for writing. I trust that this information is helpful.    
 

Best wishes, 
 

 
 

MICHAEL SHANKS MP 
Minister of State for Energy 
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